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2002-2003 Illinois Trapper Survey 
 Objective 
To survey furbearer (12 species of mammals) trappers annually to determine their 
activities, harvests, characteristics, attitudes, and opinions in Illinois.  
 
 Abstract 
A stratified random sample of 770 persons who purchased a 2002 resident Illinois 
trapping license was surveyed after the furbearer trapping season.  The U.S. Postal Service 
successfully reached 741 of the licensees, 551 (74%) of whom returned usable questionnaires.  
Trapping license sales increased 15% from 2001 (2,668 licenses) to 2002 (3,073 licenses).  
Trappers had traps set for an average of 28.1 days during the 2002-2003 season, and they 
harvested an estimated 193,072 furbearers (up 5% from the 184,562 harvested in 2001-2002).  
Data are provided for temporal distribution of trapping activities. 
 
 Methods 
A stratified random sample of 770 resident Illinois trappers was selected from sales of the 2002 
trapper license.  Trappers were stratified by county of residence to form proportionate samples 
by wildlife management units and furbearer management zones (Fig. 1).  Each trapper was 
mailed a 2-page questionnaire on May 22, 2003.  Nonrespondents were mailed a reminder 
postcard 2 weeks after the survey questionnaire.  Remaining nonrespondents were mailed a 
second questionnaire on June 16.  Trappers not responding to the previous mailings were mailed 
a second postcard reminder 2 weeks later.  The initial sample was reduced to 741 due to 
incorrect address, no forwarding address, or death.   
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 Results 
A total of 551 (74%) license purchasers responded to the survey.  Using procedures 
adopted by Anderson and Campbell (1992), we calculated trapper participation and harvest for 
all furbearer species in Illinois (Tables 1-29).  The results were organized by wildlife 
management units, furbearer management zones, and statewide, for presentation. 
 
Trapper Participation 
Of the 551 license purchasers in our sample, 475 (86.2%) set traps for furbearers in 
Illinois during the 2002-2003 season.  Active trappers had traps set for an average of 28.1 days 
(or nights) (Fig. 2).  The maximum number of days a trapper could have legally trapped was 147. 
 However, only 16% of the respondents set traps for >45 days and only 29% set traps for >30 
days.   
Participation during the 2002-2003 season was highest among raccoon (Procyon lotor) 
trappers, estimated at 2,366 trappers statewide (Table 1).  Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) trapping 
was second in participation with 1,596 trappers, followed by opossum (Didelphis virginiana) 
(1,412 trappers), beaver (Castor canadensis) (1,189 trappers), and mink (Mustela vison) (1,189 
trappers).  Trapping activities were intermediate for coyote (Canis latrans) (965 trappers), 
striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis) (670), and red fox (Vulpes vulpes) (541 trappers).  Trapping 
participation was low for gray fox (Urocyon cineroargenteus) (117 trappers), badger (Taxidea 
taxus) (78 trappers), and  weasel (Mustela frenata and nivalis) (45 trappers). 
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Harvest 
Raccoons represented the furbearer species harvested most in Illinois during the 2002-
2003 season, when an estimated 90,909 raccoons were taken (Table 1).  This harvest was similar 
to the estimated 92,596 raccoons taken in 2001-2002.  Muskrats (50,895) were the second-most 
harvested species in 2002-2003, followed by opossums (23,140), beavers (9,983), coyote 
(7,678), and mink (5,189).  The number of muskrats harvested averaged 31.9 per trapper and 
ranged from 1 to 372 (Fig. 3).  Similarly, the number of raccoons harvested averaged 38.4 per 
trapper and ranged from 1 to 477 (Fig. 4).   
 
Changes in Trapper Participation, Harvest, and Populations 
The number of Illinois residents participating in trapping increased 15% from 2001 
(2,668 licenses) to 2002 (3,073 licenses).  Average harvest per trapper decreased for all species 
categories except mink, opossum, skunk, weasel, and coyote.  The season harvest did not change 
dramatically for most species categories from 2001-2002 to 2002-2003.  The largest increase 
occurred for coyote (80%), opossum (69%), and badger (59%) harvests.  Total trapper harvest 
(all species combined) increased to an estimated 193,072 furbearers (from the 184,562 harvested 
in 2001-2002) an increase of 5% from the 184,562 harvested in 2002-2002 (Table 2). 
 
Fur Hunting by Trappers 
A total of 189 trappers (34% of licensees sampled) reported hunting furbearers with gun 
and/or dogs in 2002-2003 (Table 30).  This equates to a statewide total of 1,054 hunting trappers, 
and their total harvest was estimated to be 19,089 pelts or an average of 18.1 pelts per hunter.  
More trappers hunted raccoon than any other species.  Coyote ranked second in popularity.   
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Observation of River Otters and Bobcats 
  Participating trappers were asked whether they saw river otter or otter sign, and bobcat 
or bobcat sign, in Illinois during the 2002-2003 season.  Otter or their sign was reported by 118 
trappers (Table 31) in 56 counties which, except for central and east-central Illinois, occurred 
throughout the state (Fig. 5).  Accidental catches of river otters were reported by 8% of 
respondents (Table 32).  Bobcat or their sign was reported by 73 trappers (Table 33) in 42 
counties, which were concentrated in the southern half of Illinois and in the west-central counties 
(Fig. 6).  Only 3% of responding trappers reported accidentally capturing a bobcat in Illinois 
(Table 34).  More than half of the respondents would trap for otters, bobcats, or both if seasons 
were held in the future for trapping these species (Table 35). 
 
Observation of Weasels and Weasel trapping 
Only 8% of responding trappers reported capturing a weasel in the past three trapping 
seasons (Table 36).  Weasel sightings were reported by 19% of participating trappers in the last 
three years (Table 37).  Weasel(s) were reported captured in 35 counties, with sightings being 
reported in an additional 22 counties (Fig. 7).  Sightings and harvests of weasels were 
concentrated in the northern three-fourths of Illinois. 
 
Trends in Furbearers and Trapping:  1992-2002 
 For the most part, the number of trappers has remained steady for the last ten years.  
Harvest has increased or decreased depending upon the species of furbearer.  Muskrat harvest 
has been cyclic in the last ten years but shows a steady decline (Figure 8).  Coyote harvest has 
increased 114% from 3,590 to 7,678 though the number of trappers has remained the same 
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(Figure  9).  Raccoon harvest also shows a cyclic pattern with low harvests in 1992, 1999, and 
2000, with peak harvests in 1997 (Figure 10).  The harvest of beaver shows how useful trapping 
can be in controlling furbearer populations (Figure 11).    
General Information 
During the 2002-2003 season, Illinois trappers averaged 45 years of age, and had trapped 
in Illinois for 21 years (Table 38).  The age distribution of trappers is shown in Figure 12A.  
Harvest is greatest for trappers in the 61- 70 year old age group with a mean harvest of 90 
animals (Figure 12B).  Raccoons are the most common furbearer in this age group as in all 
others (Figure 13). Sixty-five percent of the trappers buy a trapping permit every year and 
another 22% buy a trapping permit in most years (Table 39).  The county which reported the 
most active trappers was LaSalle followed by Ogle and Peoria (Table 40).   
 
 
References 
Anderson, W.L., and L.k. Campbell. 1992.  Fur hunter/trapper survey, 1990-91.  Ill. Dep. 
Conserv., Fed. Aid in Wildl. restoration Projects W-99-R-3 and W-112-R-1, Study 1, Job 
2, Job Completion Rep.  71pp. 
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Table 1.  Summary of statewide data from post-season mail survey of resident trappers in Illinois, 2002-03 (n=551). 
  Estimated   Percent of    Average    Estimated     Estimated   Estimated  
  Number of   Licensed    Season    Total Trapper    Percent    Total  
Species  Trappers    Trappers    Catch    Harvest    Sold   Sold  
                      
Muskrat       1,596    51.93    31.89       50,895     94.59     48,144  
Mink       1,189    38.68    4.37         5,189     87.42       4,537  
Raccoon       2,366    76.99    38.42       90,909     90.62     82,383  
Opossum       1,412    45.94    16.39       23,140     42.46       9,826  
Red fox          541    17.61    3.03         1,641     86.73       1,423  
Gray fox          117    3.81    1.76            206     62.16          128  
Beaver       1,189    38.68    8.40         9,983     82.06       8,191  
Skunk          670    21.79    4.90         3,281     28.06          921  
Weasel            45    1.45    1.38              61     36.36            22  
Coyote          965    31.41    7.95         7,678     76.82       5,898  
Badger             78      2.54    1.14              89     62.50             56  
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Table 2.  Change in number of successful trappers and harvest by species in Illinois.
Comparisons are between 2001 and 2002 license years.
Species % Change % Change
2001 2002 2001 2002
Muskrat 1,427  1,596      11.8 54,017 50,895   -5.8
Mink 1,009  1,189      17.8 4,375   5,189     18.6
Raccoon 2,047  2,366      15.6 92,596 90,909   -1.8
Opossum 1,112  1,412      27.0 13,684 23,140   69.1
Red Fox 461     541         17.4 1,741   1,641     -5.8
Gray Fox 56       117         109.3 121      206        70.6
Beaver 1,065  1,189      11.6 11,490 9,983     -13.1
Skunk 465     670         44.0 2,177   3,281     50.7
Weasel 47       45           -5.0 47        61          30.6
Coyote 612     965         57.7 4,258   7,678     80.3
Badger 43       78           81.7 56        89          59.4
Successful Trappers Total Harvest
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Table 3.  Summary of muskrat trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=286). 
          
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 251 15.73 2.67 44.11 11,076 117.85
Northeast Moraine 67 4.20 0.81 10.75 720      8.70
Mississippi Border-North 100 6.29 1.28 37.56 3,772   48.06
Mississippi Border-South 106 6.64 0.78 30.53 3,236   23.67
Western Prairie/Forest 229 14.34 1.59 48.07 10,998 76.27
Central Sand Prairie 39 2.45 0.94 25.14 982      23.68
Grand Prairie 491 30.77 0.93 27.72 13,610 25.86
Southern Plain 234 14.69 0.99 23.43 5,491   23.14
Wabash Border 78 4.90 1.16 12.93 1,010   14.98
Shawnee Hills 0 0.00 0.00 -       0.00
Statewide 1596 100.00 1.09 31.89 50,895 34.84
Estimated
Number of
Trappers 
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Table 4.  Summary of mink trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=213).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 201 16.90 2.14 3.31 664      7.06     
Northeast Moraine 45 3.76 0.54 3.00 134      1.62     
Mississippi Border-North 73 6.10 0.92 3.38 246      3.13     
Mississippi Border-South 100 8.45 0.73 6.83 686      5.02     
Western Prairie/Forest 134 11.27 0.93 6.04 809      5.61     
Central Sand Prairie 33 2.82 0.81 7.83 262      6.32     
Grand Prairie 340 28.64 0.65 3.72 1,267   2.41     
Southern Plain 218 18.31 0.92 4.74 1,032   4.35     
Wabash Border 45 3.76 0.66 2.00 89        1.32     
Shawnee Hills 0 0.00 0.00 -       -       
Statewide 1,189     100.00 0.81 4.37 5,189   3.55     
Trappers 
Estimated
Number of
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Table 5.  Summary of raccoon trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=424).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 335        14.15 3.56 40.20 13,459 143.20 
Northeast Moraine 106        4.48 1.28 24.89 2,639   31.91   
Mississippi Border-North 173        7.31 2.20 43.26 7,483   95.35   
Mississippi Border-South 179        7.55 1.31 49.72 8,878   64.92   
Western Prairie/Forest 312        13.21 2.17 37.79 11,807 81.88   
Central Sand Prairie 56          2.36 1.35 26.60 1,484   35.79   
Grand Prairie 770        32.55 1.46 37.52 28,893 54.90   
Southern Plain 324        13.68 1.36 43.19 13,978 58.91   
Wabash Border 100        4.25 1.49 19.44 1,953   28.97   
Shawnee Hills 11          0.47 0.21 30.00 335      6.42     
Statewide 2,366     100.00 1.62 38.42 90,909 62.23   
Trappers 
Estimated
Number of
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Table 6.  Summary of opossum trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=253).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 190 13.44 2.02 15.74 2,985   31.76   
Northeast Moraine 56 3.95 0.67 15.70 876      10.59   
Mississippi Border-North 95 6.72 1.21 15.47 1,468   18.70   
Mississippi Border-South 100 7.11 0.73 13.72 1,378   10.08   
Western Prairie/Forest 184 13.04 1.28 20.18 3,716   25.77   
Central Sand Prairie 39 2.77 0.94 21.29 831      20.05   
Grand Prairie 480 33.99 0.91 13.35 6,406   12.17   
Southern Plain 206 14.62 0.87 23.62 4,877   20.55   
Wabash Border 50 3.56 0.74 5.33 268      3.97     
Shawnee Hills 11 0.79 0.21 30.00 335      6.42     
Statewide 1,412     100.00 0.97 16.39 23,140 15.84   
Trappers 
Estimated
Number of
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Table 7.  Summary of red fox trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=97).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 73 13.40 0.77 2.46 179      1.90     
Northeast Moraine 6 1.03 0.07 1.00 6          0.07     
Mississippi Border-North 50 9.28 0.64 1.44 73        0.92     
Mississippi Border-South 33 6.19 0.24 3.33 112      0.82     
Western Prairie/Forest 39 7.22 0.27 3.00 117      0.81     
Central Sand Prairie 22 4.12 0.54 6.00 134      3.23     
Grand Prairie 190 35.05 0.36 4.00 759      1.44     
Southern Plain 112 20.62 0.47 2.05 229      0.96     
Wabash Border 17 3.09 0.25 0.00 0 0
Shawnee Hills 0 0.00 0.00 -       -       
Statewide 541 100.00 0.37 3.03 1,641   1.12     
Estimated
Number of
Trappers
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Table 8.  Summary of gray fox trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=21).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 0 0 0.00 0.00 0 0.00
Northeast Moraine 5.58 4.76 0.07 5.00 27.9 0.34
Mississippi Border-North 5.58 4.76 0.07 1.00 5.58 0.07
Mississippi Border-South 11 9.52 0.08 1.50 17 0.12
Western Prairie/Forest 5.58 4.76 0.04 4.00 22.32 0.15
Central Sand Prairie 6 4.76 0.13 1.00 6 0.13
Grand Prairie 17 14.29 0.03 1.33 22 0.04
Southern Plain 61 52.38 0.26 1.64 100 0.42
Wabash Border 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0.00
Shawnee Hills 6 4.76 0.11 1.00 6 0.11
Statewide 117 100.00 0.08 1.76 206 0.14
 Trappers
Estimated
Number of
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Table 9.  Summary of beaver trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=213).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 145 12.21 1.54 9.15          1,328   14.13   
Northeast Moraine 61 5.16 0.74 7.91          485      5.87     
Mississippi Border-North 67 5.63 0.85 7.92          530      6.75     
Mississippi Border-South 95 7.98 0.69 6.29          597      4.37     
Western Prairie/Forest 156 13.15 1.08 8.39          1,311   9.09     
Central Sand Prairie 28 2.35 0.67 13.00        363      8.75     
Grand Prairie 430 36.15 0.82 10.16        4,364   8.29     
Southern Plain 151 12.68 0.63 4.48          675      2.85     
Wabash Border 45 3.76 0.66 5.88          262      3.89     
Shawnee Hills 11 0.94 0.21 6.00          67        1.28     
Statewide 1,189     100.00 0.81 8.40          9,983   6.83     
Trappers 
Estimated
Number of
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Table 10.  Summary of skunk trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=120).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 106 15.83 1.13 4.79 508      5.40     
Northeast Moraine 39 5.83 0.47 5.57 218      2.63     
Mississippi Border-North 50 7.50 0.64 3.78 190      2.42     
Mississippi Border-South 50 7.50 0.37 4.33 218      1.59     
Western Prairie/Forest 61 9.17 0.43 5.91 363      2.52     
Central Sand Prairie 28 4.17 0.67 3.80 106      2.56     
Grand Prairie 223 33.33 0.42 5.55 1,239   2.35     
Southern Plain 100 15.00 0.42 4.06 407      1.72     
Wabash Border 6 0.83 0.08 0.00          0        0
Shawnee Hills 6 0.83 0.11 5.00 28        0.53     
Statewide 670 100.00 0.46 4.90 3,281   2.25     
Trappers 
Estimated
Number of
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Table 11.  Summary of weasel trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=8).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 6 12.50 0.06 2.00 11    0.00
Northeast Moraine 6 12.50 0.07 1.00 6 0.07
Mississippi Border-North 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0    0.00
Mississippi Border-South 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0.00
Western Prairie/Forest 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0.00
Central Sand Prairie 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0    0.00
Grand Prairie 17 37.50 0.03 1.33 22 0.04
Southern Plain 17 37.50 0.07 1.33 22 0.09
Wabash Border 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0    0.00
Shawnee Hills 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0    0.00
Statewide 45 100.00 0.03 1.38 61 0.04
Trappers 
Estimated
Number of
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17
Table 12.  Summary of coyote trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=173).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 89 9.25 0.95 5.75          513      5.46     
Northeast Moraine 50 5.20 0.61 7.89          396      4.79     
Mississippi Border-North 73 7.51 0.92 14.54        1,055   13.44   
Mississippi Border-South 67 6.94 0.49 8.83          591      4.33     
Western Prairie/Forest 112 11.56 0.77 9.30          1,038   7.20     
Central Sand Prairie 33 3.47 0.81 9.00          301      7.27     
Grand Prairie 357 36.99 0.68 7.94          2,835   5.39     
Southern Plain 123 12.72 0.52 5.82          714      3.01     
Wabash Border 50 5.20 0.74 3.89          195      2.90     
Shawnee Hills 11 1.16 0.21 3.50          39        0.75     
Statewide 965 100.00 0.66 7.95          7,678   5.26     
Trappers 
Estimated
Number of
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Table 13.  Summary of badger trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=14).
Wildlife Estimated Average Estimated Estimated
Management Number of Season Total Trapper Trapper
Unit (%) Trappers /100km2 Catch Harvest Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 17 21.43 0.18 1.33 22 0.24     
Northeast Moraine 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0
Mississippi Border-North 22 28.57 0.28 1.00 22 0.28     
Mississippi Border-South 11 14.29 0.08 1.00 11 0.08     
Western Prairie/Forest 6 7.14 0.04 1.00 6 0.04     
Central Sand Prairie 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0
Grand Prairie 22 28.57 0.04 1.25 28 0.05     
Southern Plain 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0
Wabash Border 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0
Shawnee Hills 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0
Statewide 78 100.00 0.05 1.14 89 0.06     
Trappers 
Estimated
Number of
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Table 14.  Statewide sample sizes for post-season mail survey of resident fur trappers in Illinois, 
2002-03 season (n=551).
Percent Season Harvest
  Successful by Successful 
Species Trappers Trappers in Sample
Muskrat 286 51.91 9,121    
Mink 213 38.66 930       
Raccoon 424 76.95 16,292  
Opossum 253 45.92 4,147    
Red fox 97 17.60 294       
Grayfox 21 3.81 37         
Beaver 213 38.66 1,789    
Striped skunk 120 21.78 588       
Weasel 8 1.45 11         
Coyote 173 31.40 1,376    
Badger 14 2.54 16         
Trappers In Sample
Number of 
Successful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 15.  Confidence intervals (95%) for estimated number of trappers, average season harvest,    
                 and total trapper harvest by species in Illinois, 2002-03 (n=551).
Species Total Estimated Estimated Average 
Muskrat 1,596 + 131 31.89 + 5.67 50,895 + 11,612
Mink 1,189 + 128 4.37 + 0.86 5,189 + 1,569
Raccoon 2,366 + 110 38.42 + 5.16 90,909 + 12,242
Opossum 1,412 + 130 16.39 + 3.63 23,140 + 7,089
Red fox 541 + 100 3.03 + 0.70 1,641 + 895
Gray fox 117 + 50 1.76 + 0.52 206 + 317
Beaver 1,189 + 128 8.40 + 1.26 9,983 + 2,283
Skunk 670 + 108 4.90 + 0.96 3,281 + 1,349
Weasel 45 + 31 1.38 + 0.36 61 + 136
Coyote 965 + 122 7.95 + 1.89 7,678 + 3,133
Badger 78 + 41 1.14 + 0.19 89 + 94
Trappers
Total Estimated
HarvestSeason Bag 
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Table 16.  Distribution of furbearer harvest among successful trappers in Illinois, 2002-03 season.  Sample sizes are listed below each species.
Total
Season Muskrat Mink Raccoon Opossum Red fox Gray fox Beaver Striped Skunk Weasel Coyote Badger
Catch 286 213 424 253 97 21 213 120 8 173 14
1 4.2 37.1 2.8 8.7 46.4 61.9 14.6 27.5 62.5 17.3 85.7
2 5.6 21.6 3.8 7.9 19.6 19.0 15.0 18.3 37.5 19.1 14.3
3 2.1 9.9 3.1 7.1 6.2 4.8 8.5 9.2 0.0 9.8 0.0
4 4.5 6.6 3.1 7.9 8.2 9.5 10.3 8.3 0.0 11.0 0.0
5 5.6 2.3 5.2 10.7 7.2 4.8 6.1 5.0 0.0 5.2 0.0
6 4.5 2.8 4.0 4.7 3.1 0.0 6.1 3.3 0.0 6.9 0.0
7 2.1 3.3 1.9 2.8 1.0 0.0 4.2 1.7 0.0 4.0 0.0
8 4.2 2.8 3.3 2.8 2.1 0.0 4.2 1.7 0.0 1.2 0.0
9 1.4 1.4 0.7 1.6 1.0 0.0 0.5 6.7 0.0 4.0 0.0
10 5.9 1.9 5.0 9.9 0.0 0.0 3.8 1.7 0.0 1.2 0.0
11 0.7 2.3 1.2 0.4 1.0 0.0 3.8 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0
12 2.8 1.4 3.8 3.6 1.0 0.0 4.2 0.8 0.0 1.7 0.0
13 0.0 0.9 1.4 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 1.7 0.0
14 2.4 1.4 1.4 1.6 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.8 0.0 1.2 0.0
15 2.8 0.5 3.5 5.9 2.1 0.0 1.9 1.7 0.0 4.0 0.0
16-20 8.4 0.9 8.3 3.6 0.0 0.0 4.2 0.8 0.0 3.5 0.0
21-25 5.2 0.9 8.3 3.6 1.0 0.0 3.8 3.3 0.0 1.7 0.0
>25 37.4 1.9 39.4 17.0 0.0 0.0 7.0 0.8 0.0 5.8 0.0
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Table 17.  Summary of muskrat trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, 
                 2002-03 season (n=286).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 1,077    67.5 1.32 36.05 ± 7.95 38,826      76.3 47.44
South Zone 519       32.5 0.81 23.26 ± 3.61 12,070      23.7 18.79
Statewide 1,596    100.0 1.09 31.89 ± 5.67 50,895      100.0 34.84
Table 18.  Summary of mink trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, 
                 2002-03 season (n=213).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 737 62.0 0.90 4.23 ± 1.08 3,119        60.1 3.81
South Zone 452 38.0 0.70 4.58 ± 1.12 2,070        39.9 3.22
Statewide 1,189    100.0 0.81 4.37 ± .86 5,189        100.0 3.55
Number of
Estimated
Number of 
Estimated
Estimated
Total Trapper
Season
Catch
Average
Season
Catch
Average Estimated
Total Trapper
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Table 19.  Summary of raccoon trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, 
                 2002-03 season (n=424).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 1,574    66.5 1.92 37.09 ± 6.48 58,356      64.2 71.31
South Zone 792       33.5 1.23 41.08 ± 5.80 32,554      35.8 50.68
Statewide 2,366    100.0 1.62 38.42 ± 5.16 90,909      100.0 62.23
Table 20.  Summary of opossum trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, 
                 2002-03 season (n=253).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 943 61.4 1.15 16.09 ± 3.52 15,178      65.6 18.55
South Zone 469 33.2 0.73 16.99 ± 6.05 7,963        34.4 12.40
Statewide 1,412    100.0 0.97 16.39 ± 3.63 23,140      100.0 15.84
Season
Average
Catch
Season
Average
Number of
Estimated
Number of
Estimated Estimated
Catch
Total Trapper
Estimated
Total Trapper
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Table 21.  Summary of red fox trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, 
                 2002-03 season (n=97).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 357 66.0 0.44 3.47 ± 1.01 1,239        75.5 1.51
South Zone 184 34.0 0.29 2.18 ± 0.43 402           24.5 0.63
Statewide 541 100.0 0.37 3.03 ± 0.70 1,641        100.0 1.12
Table 22.  Summary of gray fox trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, 
                 2002-03 (n=21).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 33 28.6 0.04 2.17 ± 1.46 73 35.1 0.09
South Zone 84 71.4 0.13 1.60 ± 0.80 134 64.9 0.21
Statewide 117 100.0 0.08 1.76 ± 0.52 206 100.0 0.14
Season
Average
Catch
Season
Catch
Number of 
Estimated
Number of
Estimated
Average
Estimated
Total Trapper
Estimated
Total Trapper
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Table 23.  Summary of beaver trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, 
                 2002-03 season (n=213).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 809 68.1 0.99 9.69 ± 1.69 7,840        78.5 9.58
South Zone 379 31.9 0.59 5.65 ± 0.90 2,143        21.5 3.34
Statewide 1,189    100.0 0.81 8.40 ± 1.26 9,983        100.0 6.83
Table 24.  Summary of skunk trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2002-03 season (n=120).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 474 70.8 0.58 5.13 ± 1.27 2,433        74.1 2.97
South Zone 195 29.2 0.30 4.34 ± 0.75 848           25.9 1.32
Statewide 670 100.0 0.46 4.90 ± 0.96 3,281        100.0 2.25
Estimated
Total Trapper
Estimated
Total Trapper
Average
Season
Catch
Number of
Estimated
Estimated
Number of 
Catch
Season
Average
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Table 25.  Summary of weasel trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2002-03 season (n=8).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 28 62.5 0.03 1.40 ± 0.48 39 63.6 0.05
South Zone 17 37.5 0.03 1.33 ± 0.46 22 36.4 0.03
Statewide 45 100.0 0.03 1.38 ± 0.36 61 100.0 0.04
Table 26.  Summary of coyote trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2002-03 season (n=173).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 642 66.5 0.78 9.03 ± 2.75 5,792        75.4 7.08
South Zone 324 33.5 0.50 5.83 ± 1.06 1,886        24.6 2.94
Statewide 965 100.0 0.66 7.95 ± 1.89 7,678        100.0 5.26
Estimated
Total Trapper
Estimated
Total Trapper
Average
Season
Catch
Estimated
Number of 
Number of 
Estimated
Catch
Season
Average
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Table 27.  Summary of badger trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2002-03 season (n=14).
Estimated Estimated
Number of Trapper
Area Trappers (%) Trappers/100km2 Harvest (%) Harvest/100km2
North Zone 61 78.6 0.08 1.18 ± 0.24 73 81.3 0.09
South Zone 17 21.4 0.03 1.00 ± 0.00 17 18.8 0.03
Statewide 78 100.0 0.05 1.14 ± 0.19 89 100.0 0.06
Catch
Average
SeasonNumber of
Estimated Estimated
Total Trapper
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Table 28.  The number of pelts sold by successful trappers (i.e., caught >= 1 animal) for 11 species of furbearers 
 in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=551).
Species Number Number
Muskrat 48,144       36,008   74.79 12,137    25.21
Mink 4,537         3,242     71.46 1,295      28.54
Raccoon 82,383       55,052   66.82 27,331    33.18
Opossum 9,826         6,054     61.61 3,772      38.39
Red fox 1,423         1,004     70.59 419         29.41
Grayfox 128            95          73.91 33           26.09
Beaver 8,191         5,519     67.37 2,673      32.63
Striped skunk 921            552        60.00 368         40.00
Weasel 22              22          100.00 -          0.00
Coyote 5,898         3,811     64.62 2,087      35.38
Badger 56              50          90.00 6             10.00
Total 161,530     111,410 68.97 50,120    31.03
Percentage
 Pelts Sold Outside IllinoisTotal Number       Pelts Sold in Illinois
of Pelts Sold Percentage
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Table 29.  Frequency of active trappers by county in Illinois, 2002-03 season.                     
County Trapped                                     Number of  Trappers
LaSalle 28
Ogle, Peoria 19
Fayette 15
Stephenson, Lee 14
Wayne 13
Knox 12
JoDaviess 11
Henry, Carroll, Adams, McHenry 10
Bureau, Fulton, Rock Island, Tazewell, Greene 9
Pike, Henderson, Shelby, Christian 8
Morgan, Mercer, Crawford 7
Madison, St. Clair, Whiteside 6
Brown, Marion, Moultrie, Schuyler, Will, Woodford 5
Champaign, Clay, Cumberland, Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall 4
Lawrence, Macoupin, Marshall, Vermilion, Winnebago
Alexander, Bond, Clark, DeKalb, Dewitt, Kane 3
Lake,Logan, McLean, Randolph
Cass, Coles, Clinton, Douglas, DuPage, Edgar, Edwards, Jasper 2
Macon, Menard, Monroe, Montgomery, Richland, Sangamon
Scott, Wabash, Williamson, White
Calhoun, Cook, Effingham, Ford, Franklin, Gallatin, Hancock, Jefferson 1
McDonough, Perry, Pulaski, Putnam, Saline, Warren, Washington 
Jackson, Jersey, Johnson, Hardin, Massac 0
Mason, Piatt, Pope, Stark, Union
Per County
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Table 30. Summary of fur hunting activities by trappersa in Illinois, 2002-03 (n=551). 
Species Number of Trappers 
in Sample Hunting 
Speciesa 
Numbers of 
Furbearers Harvested 
by Hunting 
Average Number 
Harvested by 
Hunting 
Estimated Percent 
of all Trappers 
Hunting Species 
Estimated Total Harvest 
by All Trappers Hunting 
Species 
Raccoon 131 2,849 21.75 23.77 15,897 
Opossum 25    161   6.44   4.54      898 
Red Fox 11      16   1.45   2.00        89 
Gray Fox 2        2   1.00   0.36        11 
Striped Skunk 4      16   4.00   0.73        89 
Coyote 89    161   4.24 16.15  2,104 
All Species 189b,c 3,421 18.10 34.30 19,089 
aActive and inactive trappers. 
bSuccessful and unsuccessful hunters. 
cTotal for all species is less than the sum of the above values because some trappers hunted >1 species. 
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Table 31.  Have you seen a river otter or otter sign in Illinois during the 2002-03 season 
(n=551)? 
 N Percent 
Yes, I saw an otter   84    15% 
Yes, I saw otter sign   34   6 
No 433 79 
 
 
 
Table 32.  Have you ever captured a river otter accidentally in Illinois (n=551)? 
 N Percent 
No   507    92% 
Yes   44   8 
 
 
 
Table 33.  Have you seen a bobcat or bobcat sign in Illinois during the 2002-03 season (n=551)? 
 N Percent 
Yes, I saw a bobcat   46      8% 
Yes, I saw bobcat sign   27   5 
No 478 87 
 
 
 
Table 34.  Have you ever captured a bobcat accidentally in Illinois (n=551)? 
 N Percent 
No 537  98% 
Yes  14 3 
 
 
 
Table 35.  If seasons were held in the future for trapping bobcats and/or river otters would you 
participate (n=551)? 
 N Percent 
Yes, for both 228      41% 
Yes, for bobcats   61   11 
Yes, for river otters   40     7 
No 222   40 
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Table 36.  Have you captured a weasel in the past 3 years in Illinois (n=551)? 
 N Percent 
No 509  92% 
Yes  42 8 
 
 
 
Table 37.  Have you seen a weasel in the past 3 years in Illinois (n=551)? 
 N Percent 
No 445    81% 
Yes 106 19 
 
 
 
Table 38.  Some personal characteristics of the active trappers who participated in  
the 2002-03 Illinois Trapper Survey. 
 Mean 
How many years have you trapped in Illinois (n=532)? 21 
  
Age in years (n=544). 45 
 
 
 
Table 39.  How often do you buy a trapping permit (n=522)? 
 n Percent Response 
Every year 341    65% 
Most years 112 22 
Some, but not most years   69 13 
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Table 40.  Distribution of surveyed trappers (active and inactive) by county (Illinois, 2002-03 
season.)  (n=474) 
County Number of 
Trappers 
County Number of 
Trappers 
County Number of 
Trappers 
Adams 10 Hardin   0 Morgan   7 
Alexander   3 Henderson   8 Moultrie   5 
Bond   3 Henry 10 Ogle 19 
Boone   4 Iroquois   6 Peoria 19 
Brown   5 Jackson   0 Perry   1 
Bureau   9 Jasper   2 Piatt   0 
Calhoun   1 Jefferson   1 Pike   8 
Carroll 10 Jersey   0 Pope   0 
Cass   2 JoDaviess 11 Pulaski   1 
Champaign   4 Johnson   0 Putnam   1 
Christian   8 Kane   3 Randolph   3 
Clark   3 Kankakee   4 Richland   2 
Clay   4 Kendall   4 Rock Island   9 
Clinton   2 Knox 12 St. Clair   6 
Coles   2 Lake   3 Saline   1 
Cook   1 LaSalle 28 Sangamon   2 
Crawford   7 Lawrence   4 Schuyler   5 
Cumberland   4 Lee 14 Scott   2 
DeKalb   3 Livingston   6 Shelby   8 
DeWitt   3 Logan   3 Stark   0 
Douglas   2 McDonough   1 Stephenson 14 
DuPage   2 McHenry 10 Tazewell   9 
Edgar   2 McLean   3 Union   0 
Edwards   2 Macon   2 Vermilion   4 
Effingham   1 Macoupin   4 Wabash   2 
Fayette 15 Madison   6 Warren   1 
Ford   1 Marion   5 Washington   1 
Franklin   1 Marshall   4 Wayne 13 
Fulton   9 Mason   0 White   2 
Gallatin   1 Massac   0 Whiteside   6 
Greene   9 Menard   2 Will   5 
Grundy   4 Mercer   7 Williamson   2 
Hamilton   2 Monroe   2 Winnebago   4 
Hancock   1 Montgomery   2 Woodford   5 
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Figure 1.  Wildlife management units and furbearer 
                 management zones in Illinois. 
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Figure 2.  Distribution of days of trapping by active trappers in Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=474). 
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Figure 3.  Distribution of the number of muskrats trapped per successful muskrat trapper in 
Illinois, 2002-03 season (n=286). 
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Figure 4.  Distribution of the number of raccoons trapped per successful raccoon trapper in 
Illinois, 2002-03 (n=424). 
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Figure 5.  Illinois counties in which trappers reported observing river otters or their sign during 
the past year, 2002-03 season.  The number of reports is listed for each county 
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Figure 6.  Illinois counties in which trappers reported observing bobcats or their sign during the 
past year, 2002-03 season.  The number of reports is listed for each county 
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Figure 7.  Illinois counties in which trappers reported capturing weasel(s) or seeing weasel(s) in 
the past three years.  The number of reports is listed for each county 
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Figure 8.  Muskrat trapping in Illinois 1992-2002. 
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Figure 9.  Coyote trapping in Illinois 1992-2002. 
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Figure 10.  Raccoon trapping in Illinois 1992-2002. 
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Figure 11.  Beaver trapping in Illinois 1992-2002. 
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Figure 12.  Age distribution of Illinois trappers (A), and total mean harvest by age (B). 
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Figure 13.  Selected species harvested by age groups of trappers. 
 
Appendix A 
 
 
Furbearer trapping seasons in Illinois, 2002-03. 
 
  Trapping Seasons 
Species      Northern Zone       Southern Zone 
    
Muskrat, mink, raccoon, 
opossum, striped skunk, 
weasel 
 Nov. 5 – Jan. 15 (72)a Nov. 10 – Jan. 20 (72) 
    
Beaver  Nov. 5 – March 31 (147) Nov. 10 – March 31 (142) 
    
Red fox, gray fox, 
coyote, badger 
 Nov. 10 – Jan. 20 (72) Nov. 10 – Jan. 20 (72) 
aNumbers in parentheses are season lengths in days. 


 
 
Appendix D 
 
 
Illinois Trapper Survey 
 
2002 – 2003 Season 
 
 
 
 
ALL RESPONSES ARE CONFIDENTIAL 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
Postage-paid return envelope provided 
 
 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife Resources 
and the 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
 
 
Please take 15 minutes of your time to complete this questionnaire.  Your responses will tell us more 
about Illinois trappers and help us manage our fur resources. 
 
The Department of Natural Resources is requesting disclosure of information that is necessary to accomplish the statutory purpose as outlined under 
the Illinois Compiled Statutes, The Wildlife Code, Chapter 520.  Disclosure of information is voluntary. 
Section 1.  Trapping Harvest   Complete EACH BLANK  for all species trapped in Illinois during the 2002-
2003 season.  Report only your personal catch.   If you trapped with a partner, list only your half of the catch.  
 
1.  Did you set any traps for furbearers in Illinois during the 2002-2003 trapping season? 
 ______ Yes   
______ No (Please go to question 4) 
 
Species Total Trapped Number Sold in 
Illinois 
Number Sold or Shipped 
Out of State 
Number Not Sold 
 
Muskrat 
 
________________ 
 
________________ 
 
________________ 
 
________________ 
Mink ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Raccoon ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Opossum ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Red Fox ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Gray Fox ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Beaver ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Skunk ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Weasel ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Coyote ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Badger ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
  
2.  In which county did you do most of your trapping? _____________________ county 
 
3.  How many days (or nights) did you have traps set? ______ days (or nights) 
 
4.  Did you hunt furbearers with a gun and/or dogs in Illinois during the 2002-2003 season? 
______ Yes ______ No  
 
4a.  If “Yes,” please give the number of each species taken by hunting: 
______ Raccoon ______ Red Fox ______ Gray Fox     
 ______ Coyote ______ Skunk  ______ Opossum 
 
5.  Have you seen a river otter or otter sign in Illinois during the 2002-2003 season? 
 ______ Yes, I saw an otter 
 ______ Yes, I saw otter sign 
 ______ No (Go to Question 4) 
5a.  If “Yes,” what county? ___________________________ 
5b.  Have you ever captured a river otter accidentally in Illinois? 
 ______ Yes 
 ______ No 
6.  Have you seen a bobcat or bobcat sign in Illinois during the 2002-2003 season? 
 
______ Yes, I saw a bobcat 
______ Yes, I saw bobcat sign  
______ No (Go to Question 5) 
 
6a. If “Yes,” what county? ___________________________ 
 
6b.  Have you ever captured a bobcat accidentally in Illinois? 
 ______ Yes  ______ No 
7.  If seasons were held in the future for trapping bobcats and/or river otters, would you participate? 
 
_____ Yes, for both bobcats and river otters 
_____ Yes, for bobcats 
_____ Yes, for river otters 
_____ No, I don’t think I’d try to trap either bobcats or river otters 
 
8.  Have you captured a weasel in the past 3 years? 
 
_____ Yes How many have you captured? _________ weasels 
_____ No 
 
8a. Please give the name of  the county or counties, and the nearest town(s) in which you captured weasel(s)? 
 
_____________________________ county  _________________________________ nearest town 
_____________________________ county  _________________________________ nearest town 
_____________________________ county  _________________________________ nearest town 
 
9.  Have you seen a weasel in the past 3 years? _____ Yes   _____ No 
9a.  Please give the name of  the county or counties, and the nearest town(s) in which you saw weasel(s)? 
 
_____________________________ county  _________________________________ nearest town 
_____________________________ county  _________________________________ nearest town 
_____________________________ county  _________________________________ nearest town 
 
 
Section 2.  Trapper Information. The following questions are important to help us understand more about 
the people involved in trapping in Illinois.  Please tell us something about yourself by responding to the 
following questions.  All responses will be kept confidential and are completely anonymous. 
 
 
1.  How many years have you trapped in Illinois? ______ years 
 
2.  How often do you buy a trapping permit?  ______ 1) every year 
       ______ 2) most years  
______ 3) some, but not most years  
 
3.  What is your county of residence? ________________________ County 
  
4.  Please give your age. ______ years 
 
COMMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RETURN ENVELOPE IS PROVIDED – POSTAGE-PAID 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE! 
Your input will help us understand more about trappers and trapping in Illinois. 
 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources receives federal assistance and therefore must comply with federal anti-
discrimination laws.  In compliance with the Illinois Human Rights Act, the Illinois Constitution, Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act as amended, and the U.S. Constitution, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or disability.  If you believe you have been discriminated against in any 
program, activity, or facility, please contact the Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, Department of Natural Resources, 524 S. Second 
St., Springfield, IL  62701-1787, (217) 782-7616 or the officer of Human Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 
20240. 
Appendix E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Trapper, 
 
You are one of a select group of Illinois trappers asked to provide information about your 
trapping activities during the 2002-2003 trapping season.  Please complete and return the 
enclosed questionnaire about your trapping harvest and activities in Illinois during the 
2002-2003 trapping season. 
 
The information you and other selected trappers furnish our biologists is vital for proper 
furbearer management and allows us to safeguard furbearer populations while 
maximizing trapping opportunities. 
 
This survey is limited to those trappers selected.  Please take 15 minutes to complete the 
enclosed questionnaire.  A stamped envelope is provided for returning the questionnaire 
to us. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Craig A. Miller, Ph.D. 
Wildlife Harvest and Human Dimensions Research Program       
Appendix F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Trapper, 
 
You recently received a survey questionnaire requesting information about your trapping 
activities during the 2002-2003 trapping season.  We have not received your completed 
survey questionnaire at this time.  If you recently returned your questionnaire, we thank 
you.  Perhaps you misplaced the first questionnaire mailed to you.  If so, we have 
enclosed a second one for you.  Please complete and return the enclosed questionnaire 
about your trapping harvest and activities in Illinois during the 2002-2003 trapping 
season. 
 
The information you and other selected trappers furnish our biologists is vital for proper 
furbearer management and allows us to safeguard furbearer populations while 
maximizing trapping opportunities. 
 
Please take 15 minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire.  A stamped envelope is 
provided for returning the questionnaire to us. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Craig A. Miller, Ph.D. 
Wildlife Harvest and Human Dimensions Research Program       
 
